
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6626 June 19, 1996
JUNETEENTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I am pleased to rise today to celebrate a
major holiday in the African-American commu-
nity known as Juneteenth. The genesis of this
holiday began on January 1, 1863, then Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln issued the Emanci-
pation Proclamation which freed the slaves.
Unfortunately, because of the Civil War being
waged along the borders dividing north and
south, Lincoln’s message of Emancipation was
not received by all. Slaves in Oklahoma, Lou-
isiana, Arkansas, and Texas continued their
lives in bondage until April of 1865 when the
Civil War ended and Union Army troops were
sent throughout the south to enforce the free-
ing of black slaves. One hundred and twenty-
one years ago today, Union Army troops led
by Gen. Gordon Granger reached Galveston,
TX and the news of the Emancipation Procla-
mation was given.

The memory of this event, affectionately
nicknamed Juneteenth, is celebrated each
year across the region and is now a State hol-
iday in Texas. This Juneteenth celebration af-
fords us a chance to acknowledge and re-
member the history of slavery in this country,
and honor the many generations that suffered
through this terrible era so that their children
might live better, more dignified lives. But
most importantly, June 19 is a celebration of
liberty and opportunity; a time to recognize the
many accomplishments and contributions his-
torically made by Americans of African de-
scent; and focus on the many challenges
ahead so that we might continue to strive for-
ward together, with the unity and brotherhood
of all men and women in America today.
Happy Juneteenth.
f

TRIBUTE TO SFC. DONALD H. DUGAN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. DORNAN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, tonight I
noticed in my clippings that the one
businessman who was held hostage in
Iran from Sherman Oaks, CA, Mr.
Jerry Plotkin, died. He said, when
Mayor Tom Bradley called Jerry Plot-
kin Day in Los Angeles, after his re-
turn from 444 days of captivity, that
the treatment under the Ayathollah’s
henchmen in Tehran was horrible from
the first day. He lost 40 pounds, began
smoking again, and it obviously short-
ened his life. He died younger than I
am.

I looked at that figure, the Election
Day was on November 4. They had been
in captivity for 444 days. It cost a good
man his Presidency, Jimmy Carter, a
moral man, a decent man, a man who
always tried to tell the truth, unlike
some leadership now.

I looked at that clipping about Jerry
Plotkin’s death and I said, as good a
man as Jimmy Carter was personally,
he deserved to lose. When the leader of
the world’s greatest free superpower
cannot get American citizens, one busi-
nessman and 51 marines and other Gov-

ernment employees and high-ranking
State Department people, when he can-
not get them out of captivity, he de-
serves to go down to defeat.

This is not to say that Ronald
Reagan turned some magic key and got
the 52 hostages home from Iran. But
the change of leadership at the top
gave the Iranians an excuse to say the
Carter years were over. Here is your
hostages. We got a fresh start.

This thought hit me, Mr. Speaker. I
am wearing the pin of the 1st Armored
Division, the main division that is in
Bosnia. It is now rumored, and Mr.
Christopher and Mr. Perry come right
out, our Secretaries of Defense and
State, and said, we may have to leave
them there longer. This thought hit
me, that our men in Bosnia are a form
of hostage.

If Mr. Clinton is reelected, they are
obviously going to stay. If Mr. Dole is
elected, just like Mr. Reagan in 1980,
our men are going to come home, men
and women from Bosnia.

They are no longer in an armored di-
vision. People who know what it takes
to keep an armored division up to
training speed are now pointing out
that you take men out of their M–1
tanks and their Bradley’s since last De-
cember with no training, it is not an
armored division anymore. It is not a
mechanized infantry division, it is a
light infantry division.

There are 139 days until election
night, when we wake up in the morn-
ing. If America wants its men and
women home from Bosnia, then the
best thing they can do is to defeat Bill
Clinton and elect the 43rd President of
the United States, Bob Dole.

Thinking about our men in Bosnia, I
have been promising to do this for a
widow, Miriam Dugan from Fort Hood,
TX, for months now.

When her husband, who I think is a
hero, SFC. Donald Dugan was killed
February 3, going beyond his orders to
try and defuse a land mine that was set
at child-eye level and said to these
children, stand back, and told his
friends, we are here to make this place
safe for Bosnian children, and he said
to these children, mine-o, mine-o,
boom boom, move back, and then died
a few seconds later, this man, who was
called McGyver after the TV adven-
turesome character, here is his picture
from the Army Times, Mr. Speaker. If
that is not the poster for a manly,
tough special forces or armored divi-
sion sergeant, I do not know what is.

I want to put in the RECORD his wid-
ow’s letter to the Army Times, who
said,

I would like to thank everyone who has
taken the time to express their sympathy for
my husband’s passing. My family and I hope
that everyone who knew him remembers him
the way he was and not how he has been rep-
resented.

She means by this administration, as
though he did something wrong to keep
Mr. Clinton’s skirts clean.

She said,
He is deeply missed and thought of often.

Donald will always be close to the hearts of
his family and his soldiers.

Earlier she said,
He devoted 17 years serving his country in

the U.S. Army. The Army was my husband’s
life. I am happy he was doing exactly what
he enjoyed most when he passed away, work-
ing with and protecting his soldiers, his ci-
vilians and the children.

I put her statement into the RECORD.
DUGAN WIDOW REMEMBERS HUSBAND, TELLS

HIS STORY

I am writing this letter on behalf of my
husband, SFC Donald H. Dugan, and my fam-
ily.

My husband was killed handling an explo-
sive device while deployed in Bosnia.

I would like to take this opportunity to let
everyone know that he was not the type of
person that the media has represented him
to be. He was portrayed as careless for trying
to disarm the explosive when specific guid-
ance had been issued to leave explosives
alone.

He was not careless—he was caring. He was
a very loving and devoted husband, father
and military leader. My husband made the
ultimate sacrifice. He gave his life to save
others.

Through the many cards and letters that I
have received from soldiers who worked with
my husband, I believe he attempted to dis-
arm the device to protect children who were
playing in the area.

Since he is unable to tell his side of the
story, I felt it was necessary to write this
letter.

No one will ever know the exact facts of
what happened that day, but one fact is cer-
tain: he was well loved and respected by his
soldiers, comrades, friends and family.

Many unfavorable statements have been
made about the circumstances surrounding
the death of my husband in Bosnia. The peo-
ple who made these statements did not know
him or the type of man he was. Donald was
a selfless man who thought of others’ needs
and welfare ahead of his own.

He devoted 17 years serving his country in
the U.S. Army. The Army was my husband’s
life, and I am happy that he was doing ex-
actly what he enjoyed most when he passed
away—working with and protecting soldiers
and civilians. He truly believed in the mis-
sion in Bosnia and was happy to go.

I would like to thank everyone who has
taken the time to express their sympathy for
my husband’s passing. My family and I hope
that everyone who knew him remembers him
the way he was and not how he has been rep-
resented.

He is deeply missed and thought of often.
Donald will always be close to the hearts of
his family and soldiers.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. HASTERT] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. HASTERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. SMITH)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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[Mrs. SMITH of Washington ad-

dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SMITH of Michigan addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. WELDON of Florida addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

f

THE SHRINKING MIDDLE CLASS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington [Mr.
METCALF] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, there is
a rising tide of despair and growing re-
sentment all across this Nation. The
American dream is being snuffed out
for more and more American families.

This is directly related to the decline
of the middle class. The rich are get-
ting richer, but the middle class is
being assaulted today by the flight of
family wage jobs overseas, by high
taxes, by the disparity of income be-
tween the rich and the middle class.
The middle class has shrunk, as many
families no longer have the income to
buy a home, save money for their chil-
dren’s education or prepare for their
retirement.

The number of millionaires is dra-
matically increasing. That is great, un-
less at the same time more people fall
out of the middle class to become the
working poor, descending into poverty.

Many say that the Republican Party
is the party of the rich. I say this Re-
publican Congress is the party with the
duty to resurrect the middle class.

My dad quit school and went to work
at age 16 on his first job for $1 a day.
That was the pay, $1 a day on his first
job. Just 10 years later, he made
enough working in a mill in Marysville
to support a family, built his own
house and, 2 years after that, to build
his own small commercial fishing boat.
And all that was paid for at that time.

Today with both husband and wife
working, many families cannot get
ahead. They are caught in a cycle of
what we have to call the working poor.
We must ask ourselves, what is happen-
ing to America? What is happening to
the American dream? What is the
cause? Is it the flood of immigrants
who are desperate, who will work for
anything, pennies, just to get to live in
America? Is it the giant multinational
cartels of this era? Is the Government

wasteful and inefficient? Is it the
former Congresses who voted us $5 tril-
lion of debt? Is it the interest on that
debt that now costs hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars each year just to pay
the interest, hundreds of billions of
dollars each year?

I believe this Congress has no more
important duty than to find out what
went wrong, to report to the American
people exactly what went wrong and
the steps American must take to fix it.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. WICKER]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr WICKER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr.
GUTKNECHT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. RIGGS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. RIGGS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. COLLINS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. COLLINS of Georgia addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

f

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR JAMES
THOMAS WIGGINTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. BRYANT] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRYANT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to inform the House of the passing
of one of Tennessee’s valuable leaders,
Mayor James Thomas Wigginton. Tommy
Wigginton, mayor of Michie, TN died earlier
this month at the age of 52.

Mayor Wigginton dedicated his life to the
service of others. He was a man who por-
trayed undying Christian principles in every-
thing he did, every day of his life. He was a
blessing to his family, his friends, and every
citizen of the community of Michie. Mayor
Wigginton served the community as mayor,
wholeheartedly, for the past 19 years. He was
also a benevolent contributor to the lives of
the residents of McNairy County, which has a
population of more than 23,000 people. Mayor
Wigginton played a key role in the education
of McNairy County’s school children, and he
was the transportation supervisor for the
McNairy County school system.

Superintendent of Schools Billy Joe Glover
said of Wigginton: ‘‘Tommy was a valuable
part of the department of education. He had
really worked hard and had been concerned
about drivers, buses, the children and the
problems that related to all of them. He
worked to do the right thing, the Christian
thing in dealing with others. He was constantly
concerned that everyone around him be treat-
ed fairly.’’

The residents of Tennessee and the com-
munity of Michie owe a great debt to Tommy
Wigginton. He was a man who lived every day
for the betterment of the community. Tommy
was an excellent leader in many aspects of
his life. He will be missed greatly by all of the
people he affected while on this Earth.

I want to extend my sympathies to his wife,
Elizabeth Ann, and his three sons: Tommy,
Shea, and Jim, and let them know Tommy’s
contributions to his community are greatly ap-
preciated.

Let us remember Mayor Wigginton, as a
man of honor, honesty, and patriotism.
f

DONALD DUGAN’S WIDOW’S
LETTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I want-
ed to yield some time to Mr. DORNAN of
California because he was reading a
letter of a widow of a great American
and he was not through with it.

Mr. DORNAN. Mr. Speaker, I just
found another paragraph in Miriam
Dugan’s letter, the widow of Donald
Dugan, the handsome 35-year-old, 17-
year Army sergeant who died in the
presence of the children that he was
trying to save from a land mine.

I just wanted to read the opening of
her letter and the whole letter will ap-
pear in the RECORD for anybody inter-
ested who watches our proceedings on
C–SPAN.

I am writing this letter on behalf of my
husband, Specialist First Class Donald H.
Dugan, and my family. My husband was
killed disarming an explosive device while
deployed in Bosnia. I would like to take this
opportunity to let everyone know he was not
the type of person that the media has rep-
resented him to be. He was portrayed as
careless for trying to disarm the explosive
when specific guidance had been issued to
leave explosives alone. He was not careless.

Mr. KINGSTON. I hate to interrupt
this great letter but are you saying to
me that a war hero, right after Memo-
rial Day, was depicted by the U.S.
Army for being careless and irrespon-
sible because he was trying to save
children’s lives?

Mr. DORNAN. It started the very
week Don Dugan died, when I went to
a big military dinner and a four-star
general says to me, without knowing
the facts and did not even know his
name, Well, I hear he was way out in
front of his troops and he was not doing
what was right.

I looked at this four-star and I said,
we are not developing a story here so
that Clinton bears no blame for send-
ing these people to Bosnia. I said, you
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